
alexandbia, ya.
1*BIDAY, DECEMBER 22.

Sulphur never aet-ei more beautifully, as the

doctors say, id the cure oi itch than the bold
course lately adopted by the Western demo¬
crats has doc? is curio? the radicals of the vio¬

lent attack or audacious bravado that they
caught,soon after the ejection, from Mr. Chand¬
ler, a member c: the Cabinet, but next to the

President, their peculiar representative. In¬

dications of the cure w*re apparent upon the

first administration ol the remedy, and have

become daily oif.re no I more developed, until

the disease may now be said to be completely
checked, and tir^e only is wanted to effect a

perfect curt. Is" any of cur readers have liog-
er doubts upon the vjbjeet, lot them read the

leading editor.a! o: tnis morning e V, ashing-
ton Republican, published iu another column.

The democrats r.f Illinois have followed tLe

example ci tncir ;.ar;y in Indiana and Ohio.
Their State central tee met at Spring¬
field yesterday ?.nd sdopted a resolution affirm¬

ing the constitutional right ot the House to

participate in the electoral count, and denying
the right of the President of the Senate to con¬

duct the couat alone; also declaring that mass-

meetings .-hail be heid in each county in the

State December iO, cozens, irrespective of

party, lor ih- selection of delegates to a conven¬

tion in Springfield," January b, and expressing
the belief tfca: aii good citizens wiil be in the

movement for free jovcrnment, and that the

proceedings of ihc c^uvvntijo Wiii no ;o har¬

mony with the zravity of the occasion.

A peti'ionot t r^mtiieot citizens of Philadel¬
phia fca- beer- f rw^rded to Congress expressing
the Kop-.«-' ivtu r:ou-c*s will earnestly
seek s >o.' - r-ci . oi reaching a decision of the

Prcstientia: quciuou iL.t will satisfy the con-

science of the country. Patriotic men in all

quarter* <>! the I. 'i;c "incur in the action of

these Philadeipbians, ;*nd it really seems that

honest men could graol then petition Without
much trouble.

Another lift.*, th'< sixth within'a week, oc¬

curred at Li'.t:s Rock, Arkansas, last night,
destroying $100,000 worth of property. It,
like the other?, was the work oi incendiaries,
to punish whom a vigiiance committee is being
organized.
The death of Hon. Allen T.Capertou,ol West

Virginia, was announced in the U. S. Senate
and House ci Representatives, yesterday, and

among those who pronounced eulogies were

Senawor Withers and Representatives Goode
and Tucker, ot Virginia.

The bili in relation to the use ot troops in

the States,introduced into the House of Repre¬
sentatives yesterdiy. was by Gov. Walker, of
Virginia, and not General Watkins, an erron¬

eously printed.
Lo ! A. Troop t'ometlj.

(Joe conversation With the pub^c by Presi¬
dent Graut was even more than at one time,
and that time not far back, expected,
but instead of one wo have a troop. The lust
was through the medium of a correspondent of
the Chicago Inter Ocean, in which said
correspondent suggested tu him that several
newspapers had spoken ol the advisa¬
bility of electing him to the Senate iu the place
of General Logan, s> that he might be made
President pro tern, ol the Senate, and continue
in the White House if there should be an inte¬
rim before the inauguration of Hayes. To this
suggestion he repiied in the following language:
"My old frieod Houghton, of Galena, sug¬

gested my name for United States Senator
from Illinois, and the suggestion was copied
approviogly into one of the Chicago papers.
When I saw this article I immediately wrote
to my friends in Illinois th*»r. I could not be a

candidate, for three reasons;
"First. Although 1 consider myself a citizen

of Illinois, and not a citiz.-n of any other State
or any Territory, yet I do not consider that 1
have resided withiu the State continuously
enough during the last twenty years to entitle
me to a caudidacy for the office ot UtitcdStates
Senator.

"Second. 1 have been u servant of the pub¬
lic for the last sixteen years, and on the 4th of
Maroh next I propose to see how it seems to
be a sovereign.

"Third. And, more important than all, 1 am
in fa?or of the ro-eiection of General Logan as

against any otiier emdidate, because he has
proved uj able, laborious, influential Senator,
and should be r^iurued. And lurther than
that, he was occ of the bravest nnd most influ¬
ential officers in the Union army. The people
ought to remember that when the war broke
out Logan was a democratic Representative in

Congresss from a district that gavo him is.OOO
majority, if he had been a copperhead, as

many of his political associates became, he
could have thrown obstructions in the
way of raising Union troops in southern Illi¬
nois that could hardly be estimated. Instead
of this, he was prompt, fearless and unflinching
on our side from the start,"
The President said lurther thai he did not

think he would ever ugain bo a candidate for a

publio office.

Foreign Xewsi.
It is believed that Turkey will tight rather

than accept tho occupation of Bulgaria by any
foreign state. Otherwise the prospects of peace
oontinue favorable. The Danish Cabinet has
been defeated in the Chamber of Deputies.
Eleven women and twenty-one men, students
at tho school of medicine, St. Petersburg,have
been arrested fjr sli -utiug "Liberty." There
are 722 cases of sm dl pox in the London Hos¬
pital* Cardinal Kafucio succeeds Patrizi as
dean of tho Sacred College. The Austro-
Hungarians are incensed against the Servians
for the insult to the Austrian monitor. It is
reported that Persia will occupy Bagdad, Asi¬
atic Turkey, in case of war in the East. Queen
Viotoria will open the next session of the Brit¬
ish Parliament in person. The Government of
Cuba have published a decree prohibiting code
and cipher messages to and from the Island of
Cuba on and aftor to-day.

The Disputed States
LOUISIANA.

Before the Congressional investigating com¬

mittee in New Orleans, yesterday, J. Madison
Wells, president of the returning board, testi¬
fied : Sent for boxes of Concordia parish at the
instance of ex-Gov. Harris; did not know then
and do not know new he had an interest as a

candidate at the late election; we found on ex¬

amining the tickets that ail the electors had
been voted for, but the votes were not properly
counteJ; we counted the tickets and included
them in our compilation; the votes omitted
were on the republican side; haven't made an

estimate of the aggregate vote thrown out;
can't tell the number of votes thrown out fcr
each party without referring to the books;
don't consider what party would be affected by
the votes throwa out; think they threw out
East or West Baton Rouge; don't recoilect
which; declined to furnish original papers to
the committee because they belong to the
State; don't recollect that the law requires the
board to canvass from the statement of com¬
missioners instead of supervisors; received
boxes from Concordia that did not come

through the supervisor; refused to eoosider
Grant parish because it did not come through
the supervisors.
Mr. Jenks..If the supervisor was knave

enough not to forward returns and you had re¬

turns made by the commissioners of election,
did you canvass such vote ?

Gov.- Welli.No, sir. We canvassed no

votes not received through supervisors.
The attention of Gov. Wells was here called

to the fact that tho boxes from CoDCordia did
oot come through supervisors.
Gov. Wells replied (excitedly) no, sir. How

could they'!
In answer to questions Gov. Wells said. No

one but members of the board were present at

the private session; minutes are made after the
private session from memorandum kept by the
members of the board.
The law requires that the couimissioocrs of

elections shall be appointed from both parties,
but I don't know that all the polls in the State
were represented by democratic commissioners,
and do not know that there was any democratic
supervisor of registration in the State. We
sent for ballot boxes in East Baton Rouge, but
did not count those boxes for what was consid¬
ered good and sufficient reason.

I can't say whether the boxes from Conco:-
dia were received and opened in secret session,
or that the democrats knew that these boses
were being sent for; believe a request was made
to send for the boxes of polls in the parish cf
Orleans from which supervisors made no re¬

turns. The board did not consent to seod lor
them; threw out no poll in the parish of Or¬
leans that was returned to the board, but do
not remember if all tho polls in the parish
were returned; am a decided partizan, but
would not allow politics to influence me to do
anything unjust; did not throw out parishes
and polls simply because they gave democratic
majorities; don't know that any republican poll
in the State was rejected; did not state lo Mr.
Freret in 1874 that as the republicans had the
machinery of the government and I bad a claim
against the government that my action on the
returning board must be governed accordingly;
though the claims of the members of my family
against the government amounted in the aggre¬
gate to about $700,000;am not influenced there-
by ia my action; the clause in Tilden's lettei
saying he would veto such claims as mine did
not influence my course; I am surveyor of the
port and president of the State board of re

turning officers, but do not think the lioldioe
of both positions is in contravention to Grant':
orders that no federal officer shall hold a State
office; do not receive any fixed compensation a;

a member of the returning board, but receivc
a per diem and mileage; expfcet the Legislature
to make an appropriation for the members o

the returning uoard; have a receipt book tc
show wbeV the returns were received,
whether iy mail or otherwise; believe the law
says that the returns shall be made by mail.bui
I did not construe it that way; kept a minute
book of all proceedings of the board; no min
utes were taken in secret session; tbey wen

made afterwards; if I stated to the committr.e
in the letter of the board refusing to give uj
all the papers, that being a State officer 1 coule
not part with the records, I did it under i

wroog construction of the law. The board fillet
the vacancy in 1374 caused by the resignation
of Gen. Longstreet, but did not fill the vacancj
in 187C caused by the resignation of xMr.Arroyi
in 1875. Believe the law says there shall be:
democrat on the board. Think it is the duty o

the board to fill vacancies, but it did not fill thi
vacancy in 1S7C because the board coulJ no

agree.
Witness was ordered to send for the minuti

book showing all the proceedings of the board
and the receipt books showing date of rcceptioi
of returns and how received, whether by mai
or otherwise. The law says the returns mus!
be sealed and forwarded by supervisors ol
registration by mail. It was f'ouud when tin
miouto book arrived that it did notcoutain tin
proceedings of the secret sessions, and witnes
stated that it was the wrong book.

Mr. Jenks. of tho committee, read from the
stubs the torn off.the date of reception bj
the returning board of returns from parishes
In seven or eight instances entries showed re
turns had been receieed part by mail and par!
by hand. Two or three wero marked as receiv
ed by exprens, and the greater portion were no
marked as being received cither by mail, ex

press of hand. When tho books had beet
gone through the witness stated that since lie
heard its oontents read he did not believe the
board had any other receipt book.
The House committee in executive sessior

instructed Mr. Morrison, chairman, to repor
the members of the returning board to the
House for contempt in refusing to produce the
records called for.
The Senate committee considered the ques

tion of the mode of proceeding with tho inves
ligation, aud it was shown that there would be
about five hundred witnesses in regard to mat¬
ters in the twenty-two parishes in question.
A leogthy discussion ensued in rugard to the

best means of reaching the object aimed at,
viz., whether or uot there was a full, free and
fair election in tho contested parishes. It waf
the general opinion that this could best be se¬
cured by examining and completing the parish
es separately, and that the respective counsel
might sift ttio testimony of their witnesses and
leave out all cxcept tho most importaut testi¬
mony, and thus avoid much labor and waste ol
time. As it appears from tho tabulated state¬
ments furnished by the returning board that
the polls have been rejected io twenty-two
parishes, the labor necessary to determine the
fairness of the election in these alone would be
very great. It was finally agreed to proceed
with Ouaohita parish.

^
SOUTH CAROLINA.

The meeting of conservative taxpayers, in
Charleston, last night, was the largest ever
held within doors io Charleston. Hibernian
Hall, the most spacious in the city, was dense¬
ly crowded, the lower floor being packed with
those unable to find room io the hall where the
meeting was held, and the streets outside were
lined with hundreds of persons who could not
get into tho building. The proceedings were

entirely harmonious.
The following resolutions were unanimously

adopted, and a committee appointed to carry
them into effect:

Resolved, That the conservative citizens of
Charleston county, democrats and republicans,
do recognize Wade Hampton, and none other,
as the lawful Governor of South Carolina; to
him alone will they yield as Governor obedience
and support, and to him they pledge such aid,
assistance, moral, financial and material, as may
be required for the establishment and mainte¬
nance of the constitutional government of which
he is head.

Boohed, That recegoa: D. aifflP-
soc, aod 0008 other, as the twlu Lieuteoao
Gowreor of South Carolina, aod that «

cognize the House ot which Hon. \\. H. «-

lace is Speaker as thet;Mcgally constimtcd
House of Representatives ot fcouth Carolina.

Resolved, That D. h. Chamberlain having
been defeated at the polls as a canuidate ier re¬

election, aod placed in office upon the deck.
tion of an illegal Geoeral Assembly, by the un¬

warrantable use of miliiary force, is regarded
by us as an usurper, acd we here avow our un¬

changeable resoiutioo never to recognize him
as Governor, aod our inflexible determinat on

to repudiate bis every act and every act o ~

nretended Lieuteoaot b&vcrnor, and every act

of the pretended General Aeemby. u be»|
withoot authority of law, aod oul1 aI"| "Resolved. Thai while we, bj these reaO.u

lions, assert cur tahi aod determioauoo to be
tr-veroed only by officers wnom them&jority of
the people have chosen, aod white we are fixed
in purpose to oppose to the uttermost the ef¬
forts of D. H. Chamberlain and bis associate:,

to usurp the functions of the government in

this State, we expressly disc.aim any intent to

re^in the execution of processes of the United
States courts, hoover harsh they may ma,
or to resist under any circumstances the mili¬
tary force of the United States.

,

Rooked, That the pretenaed governn^t ut

which D H. Chamberlain is head has no pow¬
er, "force'or authority, save what i3 given to it

by the continuous support and actual use ot
United States troops. It is a creature ot po¬
litical fraud and armed lorce; without that
armed force it is as impotent a= it is audacious
aod unlawful. .

The Columbia correspondent c-t the i>aiti

more Sun under date ot last night, says.
Chambcriaia's new programme, it is said, is

to issue a proclamation on Monday for namP
ton and Simpson and the constitutional House
to disband within three days. if bi? proe.ama-
tieD is not obeyed Chamberlain, it is c.aimed,
has the assurance from the majority ot the
Cabinet and irom Grant himself that the 1 resi¬

dent will follow it up with a similar proclama¬
tion immediately, a;'ncuDeioc tnat if thi? tooia

disobeyed he Will brine the whole land acd na¬

val forco of the Uoited States, it ^c^sary 10
"cru=ii ti e insurgents".:o short, Chamber-
lain and Grant intend ro carry out exactly the
same programme they did with reference to the
rifle clubs.

.

It appears that Chamberlain has given up
the id«a of passics the treason bill, as the com¬
mittee made no report upon it to-a ay. H-.s
plan is to ake everything upon an effort to en¬

force by the biyonet, without additional legis¬
lation, the recognition of his assumed authority
a3 Governor.
There ha= been & minor ^tioat that me irooDi

are to be removed from the State House, but
it is probably premature. One of the republi¬
can sergeantsat-arms asserts positively that they
will be removed on Tuesday next. The Cham¬
berlain crowd evidently anticipate lo immediate
use for them after the publication of the pro¬
clamation of the sham governor. ihe Loam-
berlain Legislature will probably adjourn sine
di- to morrow. Hampton's House of liepre-
teotatives wiil probably take a reces?.
The Congressional Committee is etill engageu

in nrccurirj.' evidence concerning the missing re¬

turns. The result is expected tomorrow.

Thirty-five of the Kllenton negro held hands,
brought here by DUrict Attorney Corbin and
used'by the Senatorial Committee, have also
been -umruoned by the republicans on. the
Hou-e Committee, find have thus been paid
a day and mileage by both committees, lheso
negroe.- have thus been getting au average of
$10 per day each, aod have not even testified
before the House Committee.
The tuc-ctin^ ot conservative citizens at

Charleston, last night, was as remarkably tor
it^ solidly representative character as its num¬

ber?. iMost of the hading merchants and bank¬
ers were present, and every class of property .

holders, including colored people, were amcog
its officers. The temper of ;hc meeting wah

unmistakable. Every recommendation that no

taxes bo paid the Chamberlain government was

ftpolaudcd to the echo, and whenever Hamp-
ton's name was mentioned, oven accidentally,
the hall resounded with cheers.

Hitherto tho tax-paying classes here, wbc
nay one-fourth tl'-o whole, otatc tax, have b~cc
reluctant to take any step looking to a refusa
to pay taxes, howc-ver oppressive, but they now

feel they have the law on their side and are re

solved to starve out the inimical government,
At the same time they Will respond to any cal
made by Hampton for the means of carrying Ci.

his government.
i'LORL£>A.

The luvesiigating Committee ot the House
of Representatives has made a clear case oi

fraud in tho canvass of precinct 2so. U, Laoc
county. Mr. Hopkins, democrat, of Pennsyl¬
vania, said . "it is so compietc a case that Mr,
DuodoII, republican, abandoned it ufte, the
first witaess was heard. He never asked anoth¬
er question or put in another witness. He wjl
concur with us in our report on this case. He
told a friend to day that it was a piece oi trans¬
parent fraud." The N. Y. Herald's correspon¬
dent asked Mr. Dunnell his opinion of this case,
lie lauehed aod said: "Why, there can bc on^
one opinion on that.' He pronounces it a

fraud. One hundred and seventy-six repubu
can votes arc involved in this precinct. 1 he
board canvaf3od it without discussion,
We Must Fhaternize or f'lGHT..This

solemn truth stare3 the American peoplo in the
face to-day. .No other interpretation can bo
placed upon tho ovent3 that are passing.
The South, under tho guidance of Southern

democrats and with the advice of tho Northern
Bourbons, robolled, and the North, led by the
republican party, annihilated that rebellion.
Evor since then tho Southern people have been
laboring under deep chagrin at their overwhelm¬
ing defeat, and the North has been viewing their
.very action with suspicion and distruei. Thug
condition of things must cease before prosperity
and permanent peace can come to the country.
The people of the two powerful sections con¬

stantly loosing at each other through jaundiced
eyes naGans ultimate internecine war and disin¬
tegration. How, then, can this dangerous state
ot aiTairs be reconciled ? Tbero is but one way.
That is tho fraternization in sincerity and hon¬
esty of the two elements which met lace to face
on tho battie held. Those two elements are tho
Southern democrat-* and tho Northern and
Southern republicans. The Copperhead dem¬
ocracy whs a sneaking, canting, insidious,
treacherous element, respected neither at home
nor abroad, in the South nor in tho North, it
has no claims on Southern democrats, and cer¬

tainly none on the republican party, except its
scornful contempt. It acted as a cowardly pas¬
sive element during the war; it must act as a
minus quantity in tho fraternization of tho two
other elements now.

Sensible men begin to see ine necessity of this
new departure. They see that this sectional bit¬
terness must cease or the republic will die. The
crimo of rebellion was a terrible crime, but the
sin of thia continued sectional hate i3 almost oi
equal criminality, as it is doing slowly what the
rebellion attempted to do by a bold and auddea
blow.it is sappiny the life blood of the nation.
Southern statesmanship, if wise, will seize the

opportunity offered them in this crisis to oblit¬
erate forever their alliance with the rifT rati' elo-
ment of Copperhead democracy, whose counsels
ied them into war, and whoso c-owardice can
never bring them peace.
With this alliance broken, it will be easy to

form a satisfactory coalition between the North
and South on tho basis of civil liberty and full
equality before tho law to all citizens, irrespec¬
tive of race, color, or previous condition of ser¬
vitude. This fraternization will bring peace and
roit to our distracted country. "Without it, the
ropublic must inevitably die.. Wash, Rep.
Death of an Oi.d Virginian..Mr. James

W. Garoer, an old resident of Washington,
died yesterday, aged 71 years. He was boro
in Westmoreland county, Va., in 180G, and
from thcoce removed to Washington, in 1835.
He was subsequently appointed to a place in
the Treasury Department, where he remained
a faithful aud efficient officer for about thirty-
three years, '

Letter trom Richmond.
[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette, j
Richmond, Va., Dec. 21, 1876..The Leg¬

islature will adjourn Saturday for three days.
The members do not relish this much but they
will have to stand it. An old darkey here who
used to wait on Mr. Austin Neal, of Richmond
county, says, "1 never heard of such a thing.
When Mr. Austin Neal was in the Legislature
he used to take two week* holiday lor Christ¬
mas. But white people gettin' mighty close
these days anyhow. aint like they used to be."
The old fellow's head is level I am inclined to

think.
The Speaker ot the House to-day laid a com¬

munication before that body from Gov. Kem¬
per, transmitting a renewed application lrom
the War Department of the United States ask¬
ing the General Assembly of \ irginia to cedc
to the United States jurisdiction over certain
lands in this State, now occupied as National
cemeteries. The communication was referred
to the Committee on Courts. There will be no

trouble about this. A bill lor this object was

prepared iast winter, but it was not reached on

tbe calendar.
The report of the President and Secretary ol

the State Board of Immigration was presented
to the General Assembly this morning^ The
report shows little progress io securing immi¬
grants. The expenditure* of the Board since
the hst annual report have been $4,601.54.
The report states that Com. Maury'* Physical
Survey of Virginia has been placed in the
hands ol Gen. Francis 11. Smith, who will
prepare it for publication. Five thousand copies
ot Hotchkiss' "Geographical and Political
Summary of "\ irgioia" were published. (Jf
these 90 copies have b3-:a sold at the price
fixed upon. The Board now ask tbat the law
uuder which they act may be so modified as

to allow them to distribute the work io such
quantities as they may deem best, which means

in plain English that finding they cannot sell
them they deem it best to give them away
rather than let them rot io the basement of the
Capitol.

If any ooe expects the Legislature to get
away from here early this winter he will be
mistaken. The two bodies have not yet begun
to work, and they will have a great deal of it to
do. The Constitutional amendments are to be
put into effect, and these alone will require an

amount of well matured legislation tbat will
stagger an average legislator, and cause him
to wrangle and eat oysters here until Spring
time. Then there are many other important
matters to be considered, i he revision of the
Code will require time. The Code amenders
and re enactors will have a glorious time 07er

this.
... . .

The- Committee on Revision of Criminal
Laws are authorized to employ a clerk, iwo
gentlemen are named tor this work. J. M.
Mathews, the law book writc-r, and Hon. J.
L. Marye, ex-Lieutenant Goveraor. It will
require a thoroughly competent clerk, and he-
will have his hands full. The committee will
bo allowed a sub committee to aid them io their
work.
The House, to-day, passed a biil authorizing

tho Cincinnati and St. Louis llailroad Com¬
pany to record mortages and deeds of trust
under certain conditions. The title was amend¬
ed by adding Washington. It also passed tbe
bill to amend and re-enact sections} two and
five of an act to provide for tbe working ol'
roads io the counties or Shenandoah, Page and
Rockingham, and a bill to amend the Code
fixing the pay ot the Adjutant General. Ali
are House bills.
The Legislative Committee un Retrenchment

have reported against tbe abolition ot the office
of Superintendent of Publio Printing.

In the House to-day the bill to amend the
code in regard to admission to the public free
schools, came up on its second reading.

Under the present law many parents or

guardians escapc the payment ot the capitation
tax because the school session is over, or half
over, before tho cxpiratian of the time in which
the tax may be paid. The bill proposes tbat a

receipt for the capitation tax ol the preceding
1
year shall be exhibited as a prerequisite to<\d
mission of the chili or children.
The bill led to a long debate, chietiy on the

question whether, io view of the amendment to
the constitution depriving of the right ot suf¬
frage ail who fail pay the capitation tax, there
shall be any obstacle to the admission of child¬
ren to the public schools.

Mr. Gordon moved to amend Liie bill by
striking out all io relation to the captation tax.
The amendment was advocated by Messrs.

Smith of Fauquier, Armstrong, Ball, and Gor¬
don. and opposed by Messrs. Massey and Mc
Mull an.

u

[Communicated.
What Shall we Buy for Christmas

Will you allow me to answer this question
through your columns for tbe benefit of friends
who have asked itV And io doing so I would
say buy a good aod pleasant book, that will
interest and amuse your children many days
after toys are broken or have ceased to please.
"Helen's Babies" has had such great popu¬
larity because Budge and Toddy have their
counterpart io almost every family of bright,
intelligent children, and their sayings and do¬
ings find an echo io every one's memories of
such families. Who does not know some per¬
sistent little darling who "wants to see die
wecls go wouod" forty times a day? So a

book of "rhymes and jingles", like that by
Mary Ma pea Dodge, will give unceasing pleas¬
ure, and tho grown up reader can say its pleas¬
ant verses over oftco enough to satisfy even

Budge without the sickening sensation of weari¬
ness that Mother Goose will give. Children
nro delighted by the recurrence of the eamo

word, or the idea with a slight variation, and
such a jingle as this 1 find very popular among
my little folks:

"Two little girls are butter than cue,
Two little boys can double tho fuu;
'Two little birds can build a fine nest,
Two little armB can love mother best;
Two little ponies must go to a span,
Two little pockets has my little man."

L'it all who can afford to buy a good book
whose pictures will delight a whole family of
children get "Rhymes and Jiogles." "Robin's
Christmas Eve" is a pretty little story told in
paper i^vers and bright pictures, and "Annie
and Willie's Prayer" io the same way. For a

girl of thirteen no better story book can be
found than "Studies for Stories" by Jean In-
gelow. "The Stolen Treasure," perhaps the
longest of them is the delight of a school girl's
heart. No better Christinas present can be
given to a family than to take the St. Nicholas
for them, or if the children are of larger
growth "Scribner's Monthly." Do my dear
friends buy a good book. S. 31.

Mrs. Sidney A. Howard has been appointed
postmaster at Flint Hill, Rappahannock coun¬

ty, Va., vice Howard Compton, resigned. E.
B. Burgess has been appointed postmaster at

Burgess's store, Northumberland county, Va.,
vice T. J. Downing, resigned.

MARRIED.
On Wednesday, Doc. 20, 18TO, at St. Mary's

church, in this cily, by Rov. A. 1\ Keating,
R. C. CASSELL, of Washington, and Miss
ella V. HA1SL1P, of Fairfax co. .No cards.

New and cheap dress goods.
December 2'J, 1670.

Wo received to-day a now style of Cheap
Dress Good6, viz: PORTIA, PEERLESS and
BAGSHAW, and sell them at 124c per yard-
very desirablo. Wo have a low very handsome
CLOAKS in stock, which wc sell sell at about
C03t.

13 F. BRASBEAR,
H. IS. iioomcc Wo. 109 King street,

dec 22 Alexandria. ;Va.

Manassas, Va., Dec. 20, 1S76.
To the editor of the Alexandria Gazette:
The unfortunate political complications

growiog out of the late Presidential election
threaten us with one of the most terrible civil
wars that ever aifiicteu aoy people. Such
disasters eao odIj* be averted by wisdom, mod¬
eration and justice. Slander and iosult only
aggravate and complicate the matters in dis¬
pute. Facts, iaw and reason decide questions,
and not abuse and brute force. Each party to
the contest claims to have right on its side,
and there is no power or plan yet devised to
which the questions in controversy can be re¬
ferred for an authoritative decision. Human¬
ity and the c-ssential interests of the whole
country demand that this vexed and danger¬
ous subject should be settled upon principles
ot law, reason and patriotism. Of course 1 re¬
fer to tha manner of countiog the electoral
votes for President and the great frauds com¬
mitted by the republican returning boards in
South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, with
the view and hope of defeating Gov. Tilden's
election. The words of the Constitution, in
reference to counting the electoral votes for
President, are these : "The President ot the
Senate shail, io the presence of the Senate aod
House of Representatives, open all the cc-ruti-
catra, and the votes sbali then be counted."
Upon this provision uf the Constitution,

Chancellor Kent, in Lis commentaries, makes
the following ambiguous and unsatisfactory
comments: "The Constitution does not ex¬

pressly declare by whom the votes are to be
counted and the result declared, in the ca^e
of questionable votes, and a closely contested
election, this power may be all important; and
1 presume, in the absence ol all legislative
provision on the subject, that the President of
the Senate counts the votes atfd determines
the result, and that the two houses are present
only as spectators, to witness the fairness and
accuracy of the transactions, and to act only if
no choice be made by the electors. The House
of Representatives, in such a case, are to choose
immediately the President."
The presumptions of a commentator on law

are worth no more than those of an unprofes¬
sional individual. He should state what the
law in a given case is, and eive legal reasons
to support it. Opinions or presumptions,
without facts and legal principles to sustain
them, deserve no more consideration, in mat¬
ters of law, than those of a private individual.
The presumptions of a judge are rather an evi¬

dence that bti does not understand the case,
and is desirous of making the "worst appear
the better cause/'
To suppose that the two houses of Congress

are required to be present at the countiog ot
the Presidential vote, and must sic as mere

figure-heads to give dignity to fraud, if it should
be attempted by the President of the Senate
in counting the electoral vote, is too manifest¬
ly absurd to be entertained for a moment.
Sueh a notion is plainly oontrary to the pro¬
visions of the Constitution, law, reason, justice
and sound policy. Hut, if the count and deci¬
sion of the President ot the Senate are to be
bc-id as final, above review, and irreversible,
then the President ot the Senate may defeat,
witL impunitv, the will and votes of the peo¬
ple, by fraudulently forcing upon them a Pres¬
cient against their wishes, and thus piunge the
country into all the horrors of a^civil war. The
language of Chancellor Kent, that the two
houses arc present to "witness the fairness" of
the count, and Lis presumption that in the ab¬
sence of any law on the subject, the President
of the Senate has the legal right to count the
electoral vote and declare the result, only proves
that even great lawyers are not "always wise."
It certainly requires no reasoning to prove that
if the two houses are present to "witness the
fairness and accuracy of the transaction," it is
clear that they have a legal right, and it is
their solemn duty to see that the count is fair¬
ly made. In the absence of any law or joint
rules for the two houses as to counting the
electoral vote, each house of Congress has the
right to object to the countiog of the electoral
vote, votes or vote of any State, and no votes
so objected to, can be legally countcd without
the consent of both houses, and any attempt to
do so is revolutionary and treasonable. I doubt
not that the republicans themselves would see
and acknowledge the legality as well as the
justice of this view of the case, if they had a

majority in the present House of Represeota-
lives.
The Iraiids committed in South Carolina,

Florida, and Louisiana, by the republican re¬

turning Boards, in order to cheat Gov. Tildcn
out of h:.3 election, will justify the House in re¬

fusing to count the electoral vote of those States,
by whioh the election of the President will de¬
volve on the House ot Representatives, c-n and
after the second Wednesday in February, 1877.
Resides, the important fact that a number ot
persons have been appointed electors on the re¬

publican ticket, and voted for as sueh, who are

ineligible for that officc under the Constitution,
which declares that "no person holding an of¬
fice of trust or profit under the United Slates,
shall be appointed an elector," defeats the elec¬
tion of President by the people, and thus
throws the election in the House.
The appointment of electors to take the place

ot the ineligible appointees, after the electioo,
does not cure the error,unless there is a special
law for that purpose. It is as much impossible
to till the place of such illegal appointments al¬
ter the election, without a special law for that
object,as it would be in case a naturalized citizen
was nominated and elected President through
a mistake, to appoint another person to lake
his place afier the election, when the error was

discovered. These errors are fatal to the elec¬
tion by the people, and, that important consti¬
tutional duty is now vested in the present
House of Representatives.
Whether the House will do its duty iu this

grave matter, aod be sustained by the people,
I shall not attempt to discuss. My own opin¬
ion is that those who will not die, when neces¬

sary, in defense of their iiberty, essential rights
and honor, deserve to live as contemptible
..laves. It is to be hoped, however, that the
honest and patriotic portion of the republican
party will acquiesce iu the election of Governor
Tilden, and thus trive a peaceable solution to
the question.

"

Rop.ert Tansill.

Gen. bLTLEii'j Proposition..Gen. R. F.
Butler, in a recent conversation concerning the
Presidential trouble, stated that he did not be
lieve it possible for any compromise of the ques¬
tion to be effected. He said that there had
been so mueh taint attaching to the legality ol
the proceedings in several ot tho States con¬

nected with the late Presidential contest that
in his judgment it wiil be impracticable tor
either party to purge itself of the wrong3 al¬
leged against it so as to satisfy the great mass

ot the American people, who are anxious to
see the right prevail in the contest. Neither
party would be content to believe by aoy possi¬
ble showing that the other i.i not entirely in
fault, for the present condition ol affairs.
The General suggests that Congress go to

work at once aod pass a special eleciion law
calling tor a new election to takj place, say in
May next, and have such safeguards thrown
arouna the election at all points as to preclude
the chance of unfairness or fraud cither of reg¬
istration or of subsequent canvass of the votes,
and in that way honestly endeavor to have a

free expression of the wiil of the majority, and
have that expression carried into effect by the
inauguration of the Presidential candidato so

ohoseo. in the meantime the aotiog \ ice
President of the United States could conduct
the Government and step out upon the inau¬
guration cf the cindidate chosen by a majority
of the electors.

The boatmen on the canal have all tied up,
and are getting their moles quartered for the
winter.

COMMERCIAL.
Monetary affairs remain at a standstill. There-

is no very active demand, but the unsettled con¬
dition of political aSkiri continues to have a de¬
pressing effect upoR business generally. Monev
in New York is easily obtainable at per ct

on call, and 5a7 per cent on prime mercantile
paper. In Baltimore the rate is from osd per
cent on good paper. Government bonds con¬
tinue strong, while the fluctuations in Gold
slight, State bonds are firm, with sales of V.:-
ginia consols at CrjaOi;. Ia railroad secnril'.e-.
there has been but little doing, and we quota:

Rid A*\
Orange, Alexa. &, Man., Ts #
Orange & Alexa. tJs, 1st *. ? -

Orange & Aleza. os, 7
Orange & Aleza. ts, 3d \jZ\
Orange & Adexa. &=, 4th »

Virginia & Tennessee 6s, iiu .

Virginia & Tennessee, bs
Washington and Ohio bonds <.;v 7-.'
Alexandria Corporation t>onds L . -

Rriees ofProduce in AlexanarJa.
rLOUR, Fine 2 . (a. \ C-

Superfine 5 2*, (j, 5^
Extra 0 00

*

Family 7 2-', <£ .

Fancy brands 6 00
WHEAT, common to fa.r.... 1 0> rj, )

Good to prime 1 G, I ,,

Choice ! i) Cm i 4
CoKN, wnite j ( » r^, > *_¦

Mixed u oj u
i eilow 0 00 0 is'

New 0 :'/) fx 0 >
iiVK Uo, 0 o-

OATS u '4. .

TORKEYS O ij <3.
BUTTER, prime 1) 'i> 0

Common to middimx .' i-> t"v O i.
EGGS * j

IRISH POTATOES 1 -u <* ; .

ONIONS uVj ij. i j

DRIED CHERRIES, >2 lb O 1J ... .¦ ]
GREEN APPLES, bb:. .. "1 ,j ^ «

CHESTNUTS, f* bushel - 1^0 l
VEAL CALVES 4 (4. u »,

DRESSED HOGS o SO u, 7
BACON, Hams, country «! 1- ("£ 0 1

Best sugar cured Hams... i> (J- >1 2-.,
Butchers'Hams " Ii (x >.» li
Western o 14 y .

Sides t! lit (4 Ox:
Shoulders u a (I o a

LA.RD (J 13 C* ox.
CLOVER SEED OK (5,

Timothy 2 2o fo» 2
PLASTER, ground, per ton. 6 OJ 0 0.'

Ground, in bags or dMs . 7 (3# u o>
Ground, in bags, ret'd.. 0 0 C1"
Lump »i 2o

SALT, G. A. Liverpool 1 10 io> i 2
Fine » 70 (¦» i

Turk's Island ... 0 3'J (i, 0 4

WOuL, long unwashed, . .. 0 'J6 <>. 0 2-
V»rashed 0 "4 (a o a:.

Merino, unwashed 0 -2 (i u *j.
Do. washed U &0 0 .

<UMAC 1 -m (a, 1
HAi' li OJ Ij
Flour is lirm at quotations, with very w.

supply on band ; tne rise in :ne Northern :n-»

kets may cause a similar advaz.ca nc-:-;-.

is active at an advance, and choice lots soii u
day at 143; offerings of 14 bushels, vi:h o'.L
sales at U0al4u. Corn is steady, with fs.;r ; -.

csipts; sales of IC-iO bushels at C». and *.1 for r. .-rt

and CJ for old. Rye ic in better rcjeiu a:,

steady at ; sales of some inferior loti a; C, .s-..

07. «41 bushels of Uats brought 37 ur.d it. Conn

try produce is wanted, the recaipU b^in^ quid-,
ly taken at good prices !or the Christma=
mand. We revise quotations.
Lynchburg Makkkt, Dec. -!.- lie ia»;-.

is quiet for Gmin 01 all kinde. ani price; sr-

without change since l^st v;.->vjL'. We quo:
Wheat 115al*J-j; Corn cOsC>3 for white h:. i
£0 for mixed; Rye oUaOO, »*nd Uat^ ;7a4«'

Richmond Mahket. Dec. L'i..The l.u;.-. .

is generally quiet, and price? have remain.:
without material change durir.e tL.; week. S i-

of Wheat at lloal40 and 14J, the latter 10;

strictly cncice white; rod Ii0il4 1 I j: prim'- t

choice. Sales of mixed Corn at 4". Oa'.s -:9ai
for prime white.

Fredericesbcrg Market. jDccV. "a..i".
market has been very quiet, and receiDts oi a

kinds of produce liLiited. Wheat 1;>J 14-. !

good to prime; Corn 4:^*;.; Rye OaO: a:-

Oats

Baltimore Sugar and Coffee MARXEi
bugnr.We notice sales to-day at auction of 1

hhas low grade New Orleans at 6 75.i^S J 1
103 lbs, but we hear of no movement v. hate* .

in foreign, and for retining grades thcru i; ..?»

solutelj* no inquiry. Prices sre, however, a-v:,

inally unchanged, and westiil quote a? foliow.
Cuba, grocery grades log n

Cuba, centrifugal lUi t ji

Porto Rico, grocery grades i" n !.:

Eng. Island, fair to good refining.. 'Ji t.

Demerara, vacuum pan 10; lu
Now Orleans, grocery grades
Coffee.The mariiet is very strong, wit!; r.

active inquiry from the trade, and pric^ua.
an advancing tendency. We note the resale

bags
latter to go West. The cargo of the North Star
in Hampton Roads, r'-iKJ'J bhgs, has been ccid
New York. We quote again as follows.
Job lots.Ordinary lfj; a 1

Fair lf£ a i .*

Good l'Jt a i .:

Prime i'Ji- a

Choice to fancy- . a

(Gold, 60 days.j
Alexandria Cattle Market, l.\j r. j

Receipts of Cattle this week wero good .-.nj

quality generally fair; the demand is iira.t . 1
and prices ranged from 4 to >1 peri 0. Ca!»
are dull at 4hoj. But very ic.w Sheep wer*

fered, and wo quote at oc. lings are in lair 1

ceipt; sales wero made at O60a$O7ti . >: ii
and Ga$7 per JUO lbs t'or dressr-d. CoWi m. 1

Calves 25a^io0. The supply of Poultry *.

Country Produce is good, and keeps ii.. j."
in the Cattle market low.

Ntsv York Cattle Market, lv i.

Beoves. Receipts 1129 head. Among :?io ofi
ings were a number of drov-'.- oi premium .'n'?--
lor Christmas exhibition, i'uc market v.-as
with premium stock soiling st rather cas..

prices, and medium to gooa t/taers at nn a;

vance of about ic p6r lb. The premium LV.t
were mainly sold at llsllj, with some
best'at lljal2; good to strictly prima Sloe,
from lOslOi ; medium to fair do. at r.r. *

inferior and common do. at 7t&aie, with a; ..

rough Stags at 6ic. About 4:70 Cattle wore !..»"%'.
for the English market, including mora tLv.
10J promium Steers.
Sheep and Lambs.Recmpts ^7rl Lead, u .

to extra and premium Sheep were a snade
er, but lower grades were dull and we '.

about former prices. Common to prime £

ranged from 4 to b'ic per lb; extra do. wero s < 1

at 64a64e per lb. l^ambs were sold at 4if.o. :.

lb, witn one lot at 0; A few selected } retr.i.w.j
wethers, averaging 214 lb-, were s^ld hi p
pound.
Hogs.Receipts 7c'lo Leal ill- JomaLJ ;

livo Hogs was very moderat*.*, ai. 1 trade was j .

at CaCic per lb.

Chicago Cattle Market. Ucw*. *^i.-
.receipts 2200; shipment* -oOO; prices Liu.,
market steady and unchanged. Hogr.re?eip'.
2i,U.O; shipments not reported; market acti.
and prices a shade cigher for prime, l-est <.; 3

fiold at 4 iOa$o; lignt to extr* packing C
Ho ; fair to ohoice o 1 ¦; y ood to Cj-.it:.

shipuing Uaiii JJ; closed a tndo weakc;-. SL .-

dull and unchanged ; receipts
Georgetown Cattle Market, 1>«c- ;. -.

The offerings of Beef Cattle this week reaeh^J
220 head, of which nearly ali were -old atpriCf
ranging from oiOic per lb. There were onlv
:i0J Sheep otl'eted, must of which were .-old »: «

aoic uer lb. A low Cows and Calves Lro.a::.:
20aS10

Cincinnati iiou Market, Loc'r -1. ii."-.:

fairly activo and a shade higher; ^ouj/iior. ..¦»

£0; fair to good light o OoaSo 1j0 ; | a:king 0

$d]0; a lew heavy at $dl5; roceipts
shipments 121.

»O«C It-


